Flipped learning is a reversal of the traditional teaching strategy, which has changed the timing of teacher's lectures and homework. In this revolutionary situation, the appropriateness of the before-class videos and other materials and the arrangement of class in the classroom play an important role in the fulfillment of application of the materials. Classical TED speeches are the excellent options for English language learners' flipped learning. This paper tends to make a case study of the application of TED speeches into flipped learning, taking the speeches with the keyword "transportation" as an example.
include Bill Clinton, Jane Goodall, Al Gore, Bill Gates, Bono, Google founders Larry Page and Sergey Brin, and many Nobel Prize winners. With abundant topics and with the freshest content by the most respectable giants in the world, TED speeches offer the most advanced material to the audience, which can broaden the audience's horizon, and realm of knowledge.
(2) Vivid, intriguing, and simple forms. Speakers address a wide range of topics within the research and practice of science and culture, often through storytelling in a maximum of 18 minutes. They often present their ideas in the most innovative and engaging ways they can. Hence, they usually make in-depth explanations of profound things in simple ways for common people to understand. TED speeches are wonderful opportunities for English leaners to gain the knowledge besides English language itself. In brief words, the features of TED speeches are just accordant with the features of flipped learning (Individuality of learning space, flexibility of learning environment, interactivity of dynamic discussion, in-depth reflection, and professionalism of the instruction), and they are the excellent materials for English language learners to make options. With classical TED speeches, students' own motivation to watch and to learn can be greatly strengthened.
A Key Point of Flipped Learning: The Change of Teachers' Role -From a Commander to a Facilitator
Professional teachers are supposed to take constant observation of the students' learning, make timely feedback to their related questions and make comprehensive assessment of the learning process. What is more, qualified teachers also make reflections about the practice, communicate with other peers, and improve their teaching methods and strategies. All in all, the teachers in flipped learning play the role of a helper instead of a commander in traditional teaching in class, they help the students make a flexible environment and a "student-centered" learning culture and help them reconstruct their learning activity, in which students' subjectivity and enthusiasm can get greatly strengthened.
In order to carry out flipped learning, teachers should strive to effectively arrange the time in class, since lectures by teachers take place outside of class and class time is devoted to group and individual problem solving, discussion, critical thinking, and experiments. Full preparation and careful observation are quite necessary to teach students in accordance with their aptitude. The success of flipped learning lies in the "absorption and internalization" of the knowledge in students' learning process.
In flipped learning, the class is transformed into a dynamic, interactive learning environment, while teachers are no more than a commander in the traditional classroom, they are the facilitators and able to work one-to-one with students, clarify assignments, and offer help personally as needed. Teachers pay more attention to the students' effectiveness and ability to learn.
A Case Study-Taking the Application of TED Speeches With the Keyword "Transportation" as an Example
A major benefit of flipped teaching is that teachers spend more time working directly with students instead of lecturing to them. This change must necessarily bring out the change of mode of teaching in class. So how the teacher arranges the time in class and carries out the application of flipped learning turns out to be a decisive problem.
There is no set formula for the flipped classroom. Each implementation will differ because of wide variables such as class size, discipline, teaching style, technology, and resources. A common theme is that there is a greater focus on students' concept exploration, meaning making, and demonstration with more opportunities for discussion, formative assessment, and feedback.
In today's multimedia world, flipped learning becomes much more practical with the classical videos, which can take use of the new education notion, new technology, and new teaching methods, combining the teachers with the students, combining teaching theories with teaching practice, so as to construct an integrated and interactive teaching mode.
Taking the TED speeches with the keyword "transportation" as an example, this is a suggested application into flipped learning from the perspective of the teacher.
As the warming-up section, before class the teacher can hold a discussion or raise some simple questions about the latest news concerning "transportation" in QQ group online. In order to take part in the discussion, the students are to consult some reference materials.
Then the teacher can introduce the TED speeches with the keyword "transportation". The following are some related TED speeches:
(1) Sebastian Thrun: Google's Driverless Car; The students are suggested to watch each of the speeches before class by themselves. They may watch the speech firstly without the subtitles to get the basic idea, then with English subtitles for details, and lastly with Chinese subtitles to make sure they grasp all the points.
In class, one student or a group of students are to make a presentation about the speech, which may cover the background of the speaker, some vocabulary and political and geographical terms, the speaker's main idea, and even some questions for the audience to reflect and answer. Each student can share with the classmates about the details which have impressed him or her deeply, or about the details which he or she cannot agree with, and explain the reasons, in this way, their critical thinking abilities can be gradually motivated.
Here are some brainstorming topics for English majors to discuss in class after watching the TED speeches at home:
(1) Collect terms and set expressions about traffic and transportation, share with your classmates.
(2) Can you drive? If yes, please tell others some interesting experience about driving. After class, the teacher may design an online feedback questionnaire to figure out the students' personal requirements for improvements in the next class. And the teacher can propose the students watch another video entitled "American Transportation" from American Revealed series to get more knowledge about the traffic situation and technology in America. Hence students can gain a comprehensive idea of transportation in the world, besides the English language learning, and their horizon can get broadened and improved.
Conclusion
In flipped learning, traditional teaching mode has been reformed, the role of teachers has been changed from a commander to a facilitator or a helper, and the students become the center of the education. Abundant free classical TED speeches on the Internet have offered a profusion of teaching materials for English learning. In the teaching process, how to make options from the TED speeches and how to arrange the application of flipped learning for students turn out to be a problem worth teachers' careful and meticulous meditation. This paper tends to offer a tentative application of TED speeches with the keyword "transportation" into flipped learning, some methods and strategies have been proposed in hope of improving students' ability and the learning quality.
